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German, French, Russian and English troops marched side
by side to suppress the Boxer revolt. When the Tsar's pro-
posal for the First Hague Conference— well meant but naive
for those times — took Europe by surprise, Germany and
France, and even many of Russia's own officials, joined
efforts to restrict the scope of the Conference as much as
possible without incurring the odium of seeming to sabotage
the Tsar's proposals. Nothing sums up dozens of despatches
on tiiis topic better than the confidence which Delcasse is
reported to have made to the German Ambassador in Paris:
"Our [French] interests in regard to the Conference are
exactly the same as yours. You do not want to limit your
power of defense at this moment nor enter upon disarma-
ment proposals; we are in exactly the same position. We
both want to spare the Tsar and find a formula for side-
stepping this question, but not let ourselves in for anything
which would weaken our respective powers of defense. To
prevent a complete fiasco, we might possibly make some
concessions in regard to arbitration, but these must in no
way limit the complete independence of the Great Powers.
Besides the Tsar, we must also spare the public opinion of
Europe, since this has been aroused by the senseless step
of the Russians.
the odium of the proposal on Germany. Certainly the formal proposals
were first made to Germany by Russia. Whether Muraviev or the Kaiser
was the original Machiavellian instigator of this business can hardly be
determined with certainty until the Russian despatches referred to by
Lee are published in more complete form and subjected to comparison with
those iri Die Grosse Politik, The recent British Documents (I, 235 £f.,
247 f .) seem to confirm the German contention that Muraviev first initiated
the mediation proposal.
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